
In a significant diplomatic move, Chinese President Xi Jinping hosted Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Beijing on 09 Apr 2024. Amid escalating tensions with the West,
this meeting underscores a strengthening bond between China and Russia. It marks the
first direct engagement between Xi and a visiting minister in six years, highlighting the
importance of this encounter amidst global scrutiny.

The discussions aimed at bolstering security ties to counter what both nations perceive
as the West’s “anti-Chinese” and “anti-Russian” stance. They pledged mutual support for
each other’s territorial claims and interests, sending a clear signal of their unified front
against Western pressures.

Lavrov criticized the so-called “collective West” for its alleged use of “dictatorships,
hegemony, neocolonial, and colonial practices,” primarily pointing fingers at the United
States. This rhetoric emphasizes the narrative of Sino-Russian resistance against
perceived Western dominance.

The economic partnership between China and Russia has seen substantial growth,
particularly since the onset of the Ukraine conflict. Bilateral trade soared to a record
$240 billion in 2024, with Russia climbing to become China’s sixth-largest trading
partner. This economic interdependence has expanded into new cooperation areas,
reinforcing their alliance in the face of economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation.

This meeting is a precursor to a potential visit by Russian President Vladimir Putin to
China, signaling further consolidation of their strategic partnership. As the two countries
navigate the complexities of international relations, their collaboration is reshaping the
global geopolitical landscape and challenging the existing international order.
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