
The quiet village of Bandukbanga, nestled at the tri-border region of Mizoram, Myanmar,
and Bangladesh, has rapidly transformed into a geopolitical flashpoint with the
unexpected arrival of 276 armed Myanmar soldiers (surrendered to Assam Rifles)
seeking refuge from clashes with the Arakan Army. As of this report, the number of
soldiers fleeing Myanmar into India (since Nov 2023) has reached 636.

Immediate Security Implications for India: The incursion of foreign military personnel
into India’s Mizoram presents complex security challenges, including the risk of
cross-border conflict spillover and exacerbation of the existing humanitarian crisis
due to the influx of refugees and now military defectors.

Strained Diplomatic Relations and Regional Stability: This incident threatens to strain
India’s diplomatic ties with Myanmar and Bangladesh, complicating issues of border
security and refugee management, and may prompt a re-evaluation of India’s border
fencing policies.

Impact of Ceasefire Collapse and China’s Role: The recent collapse of a ceasefire,
despite Chinese brokerage, illustrates the limitations of Beijing’s influence over
Myanmar’s internal conflict, revealing the complex power dynamics at play.

India’s Strategic Role Amidst Myanmar’s Crisis: As regional unrest escalates, India is
compelled to reassess its strategic approach, balancing humanitarian concerns with
national security and socio-economic stability.

Opportunity for India’s Policy Manifestation: The situation presents India with an
opportunity to reinforce its Act East Policy, positioning itself as a key regional player
and mediator, fostering cooperation, and promoting peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region.
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