
Indonesia's general elections, set to shape the nation's political landscape for 2024-2029,
are unfolding under the moniker "TikTok election," highlighting the pivotal role of social
media in engaging the burgeoning youth electorate. Yet, beneath the digital veneer,
concerns about nepotism and dynasty politics loom large, with President Joko Widodo's
son, Gibran, aligning with frontrunner Prabowo Subianto, a figure shadowed by his past
as a military officer and allegations of human rights abuses.

Political Dynasties and Legal Nepotism: The potential ascendancy of Gibran, alongside
Prabowo's campaign rooted in nationalism and populism, underscores the intertwining of
personal and political legacies in Indonesia's democracy. The familial ties of Anwar
Usman, Chief Justice of the Indonesian Constitutional Court, to President Jokowi further
spotlight concerns over impartiality in the judiciary.

Electoral Dynamics and Global Interests: Recent polls indicate a 46% endorsement for
the Prabowo-Gibran ticket, while rivals Anies Baswedan and Ganjar Pranowo trail with
29% and 26%, respectively. The United States and China keenly observe the elections,
given Indonesia's strategic position, especially regarding the Strait of Malacca and the
Indo-Pacific's geopolitical balance.

Indonesia's Hedging Strategy and Global Maritime Ambitions: Indonesia's Global
Maritime Fulcrum initiative and non-alignment policy reflect its endeavor to leverage its
geographical advantage while navigating great power dynamics. China's interest in
Indonesia as part of its Belt and Road Initiative contrasts with the US's vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific, with Indonesia skillfully hedging between both powers.

Economic Prospects and Democratic Stability: With a youthful demographic and
projections placing Indonesia among the top six global economies by 2027, the election
outcome is pivotal for the nation's future trajectory. The public's desire for stability and
certainty, amidst global uncertainties, positions the Subianto-Gibran duo as potential
harbingers of continuity and progress.
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