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Geert Wilders' Victory: A Turning Point in Dutch Politics and
European Landscape

Geert Wilders, leading the Party For Freedom (PVV], has emerged victorious in the Dutch
parliamentary elections held on 22 Nov 2023. Often labeled as the 'Dutch Trump,’
Wilders' strong anti-Islam and anti-EU ideology signifies a substantial shift in both
Netherlands politics and potentially the broader European Union.

e From VVD to PVV, Wilders' Political Journey: Starting his political career with the VVD
and later founding the PVV in 2006, Wilders has been a polarizing figure in Dutch
politics. His two-decade-long journey is notable for its controversy and unwavering
commitment to right-wing policies (European Right-Wing].

e PVV's Core Manifesto Themes, Anti-Islamisation and Immigration: Central to Wilders'
campaign is a strong stance against Islamisation, advocating for reduced non-
Western immigration and stringent cultural policies. Nexit and Euroskepticism:
Emphasizing a ‘Nexit,” Wilders reflects a deep-seated Euroscepticism, suggesting a
fundamental shift in the Netherlands™ EU relations. Foreign Policy Stance: Wilders'
foreign policy includes robust support for Israel and a critical view of Russia’s
involvement in Ukraine. Climate Change Policy: Wilders acknowledges climate
change but criticizes current government expenditure, advocating for traditional
energy sources and nuclear power.

e Coalition Challenges: Forming a government coalition may be complex for Wilders,
given the PVV's extreme stances and mainstream parties’ reservations about
partnering with the far right.

e Implications for Business and Industry The ascent of Wilders' PVV ushers in new
considerations for the business community. The likelihood of stringent immigration
reforms could impact workforce diversity, while a potential '‘Nexit" may disrupt
established EU trade connections. Companies may need to reassess their Labor
Market strategies and Economic Dependencies in light of these possible changes.
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