
On the night of 25 Mar 2024, PNS Siddique in Turbat, Balochistan, became the focal point
of a high-profile assault. The attack, orchestrated by the Balochistan Liberation Army's
(BLA) Majeed Brigade, highlighted the persistent insurgency challenges faced by
Pakistan. The protracted exchange of heavy gunfire and explosions, lasting over three
hours, underscored the intensity of the conflict.

Strategic Relevance of PNS Siddique: PNS Siddique holds a strategic position within
Pakistan's naval defence infrastructure, being the second-largest naval air base after
PNS Mehran in Karachi. Its significance is amplified by its role in hosting Chinese
drones, indicating the international ramifications of the assault.
The BLA's Calculated Offensive: The assault is part of a series of targeted strikes by
the BLA in 2024, including previous attacks in Mach and Gwadar. These locations are
strategically chosen to disrupt administrative, economic, and military operations
crucial to Pakistan and its alliances, particularly the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).
The Insurgency's Underpinnings: The BLA's actions are rooted in longstanding
grievances against Pakistan's central governance and the perceived exploitation of
Baloch resources by foreign investments, especially Chinese. The group aims to
internationalise their struggle and garner wider support through such high-profile
attacks.
Pakistan's Multifaceted Challenge: The surge in BLA activities in 2024 presents a
multifaceted challenge for Pakistan, which is already grappling with internal political
unrest, economic challenges, and delicate regional relations. The attack on PNS
Siddique accentuates the need for an escalated security posture in Balochistan, a
region prone to insurgency threats.
Implications for Business Continuity: Incidents like the attack on PNS Siddique not
only compromise national security but also undermine business continuity in the
region. The instability erodes trust and poses significant challenges for businesses
operating in or connected to Balochistan.
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