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COP28 in UAE: Navigating Contradictions and Pursuing Climate
Action

COP28, hosted at ExpoCity from 30 Nov to 12 Dec 2023, is set against the contrasting
backdrop of the UAE's lavish skyscrapers, symbolizing luxury and reliance on oil. This
year's conference is pivotal as it concludes the “Global Stocktake” - the first
comprehensive assessment since the 2015 Paris Agreement.

e Analyzing Host Contradictions: The UAE, with its dependence on fossil fuels and
scrutinized human rights record, presents a complex backdrop for a summit focused
on environmental sustainability. Presided by Sultan Al Jaber, known for his ties with
the oil industry, the conference raises critical questions about fossil fuel policies and
potential conflicts of interest.

e Convergence of Diverse Agendas: COP28 brings together a multitude of global voices
- from national representatives to industry leaders and activists, creating a platform
for diverse, sometimes conflicting, agendas. Key issues like equitable climate
financing and fossil fuels are central to discussions, highlighting the potential for
both collaboration and discord.

¢ Significant Developments: The introduction of the 'Loss and Damage' fund is a
significant step in offering support to nations severely affected by climate disasters.
However, its effectiveness mirrors the complex legacy of past UN climate funds.
Initial contributions by countries like the UAE, Germany, the UK, Japan, and the US,
though substantial, are contrasted against the OECD's estimate of a $200 billion
annual need by 2030 for developing countries’ climate adaptation.

e Influential Voices: King Charles’ speech at the summit serves as an urgent call for
environmental action, reflecting the increasing pressures of global warming. The UN
Secretary-General also emphasizes the dire need for decisive and immediate action
against climate change.

e Business and Industrial Focus: COP28 also spotlights the business and industrial
agenda, discussing sustainable innovations, green finance, and the private sector'’s
role in shaping a low-carbon future. Amid optimistic dialogues, concerns of
greenwashing persist, casting doubt on the summit's ability to achieve substantial
environmental progress.

e Hope Amidst Challenges: Despite criticisms, COP28 represents a crucial global forum
where climate aspirations and real-world challenges intersect. The summit offers a
unique opportunity for collective action and improvement in addressing the global
environmental crisis.
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