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Decoding Sheikh Hasina’s Victory: Implications for Bangladesh
and South Asian Geopolitics

The recent declaration of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's victory in the 12th
parliamentary elections on 07 Jan 2024 marks a continuation of her tenure as the world’s
longest-serving female head of government since 2009. The Awami League’s win, amidst
a 40% voter turnout, raises questions about the electoral process and its implications for
Bangladesh's democracy.

e Electoral Credibility and Opposition Boycott: The low voter turnout and the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party’s (BNP) boycott reflect deep-seated concerns about the
electoral system’s credibility. The BNP’s demand for a caretaker government, a
practice abolished in 2011, indicates a significant rift in political confidence and
democratic practices in Bangladesh.

e Economic Growth vs. Human Rights Concerns: Sheikh Hasina’s tenure has witnessed
notable economic development, but it's overshadowed by allegations of human rights
violations and suppression of opposition voices. The election results, with the Awami
League securing 216 out of 299 seats, intensify these human rights concerns and
authoritarianism allegations.

o Allegations of Authoritarianism: BNP’s election boycott highlights longstanding
accusations of undemocratic practices and an authoritarian crackdown on opposition
parties. This pattern of political polarization and skepticism towards electoral
fairness has been a recurring theme in Bangladesh’'s political landscape.

¢ Global Implications and Regional Stability: The election’s outcome holds significant
weight in global politics, considering Bangladesh’s strategic role in the Indo-Pacific.
Bangladesh’s stance in the geopolitical tug-of-war between India and China is crucial,
with both nations having vested interests in the country’s political stability. The
Awami League’s positioning as a deterrent against political Islamism and its
alignment with India over China’s interests underscore the broader regional
dynamics.

e Future of Democracy in Bangladesh: While Hasina’s leadership has transformed
Bangladesh, the diminishing space for political opposition and democratic dissent
poses critical challenges to the nation’s democratic future.
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