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Strategic Implications of US Airstrikes on Kataib Hezbollah in
Iraq

The recent US airstrikes executed by US military forces against facilities used by Kataib
Hezbollah and affiliated groups in Iraqg mark a significant development in the region’s
ongoing conflict dynamics. The strikes carried out on 25 Dec 2023, were in response to
attacks against US personnel in Irag and Syria.

e Contextualizing the Airstrikes: These operations were a direct response to the
aggression by Iran-affiliated militias, including an attack on Erbil Air Base, a key
location for coalition operations against the Islamic State. CENTCOM, under General
Michael Erik Kurilla, executed and assessed the strikes, which were deemed
necessary to deter further aggression.

¢ Navigating Complex Regional Dynamics: The airstrikes’ complexity is heightened by
regional events, such as an earlier Israeli airstrike in Syria and the assassination of
Sayyed Razi Mousavi, a top IRGC advisor. Kataib Hezbollah, backed by Iran's
Revolutionary Guards, has aimed to expel US and coalition forces from Iraq, a goal
partially aligned with the political shifts in Iraq’s 2022 elections.

e US Strategy and Geopolitical Tensions: The Biden administration’s strategy balances
retaliatory actions with the aim of avoiding a broader conflict, as echoed by Secretary
Austin and General Kurilla's emphasis on precision and minimizing civilian
casualties. The regional situation, already tense following the assassination of an
IRGC commander, sees increased complexity with the US targeting Kataib Hezbollah
facilities, potentially escalating geopolitical tensions.
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