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Breaking Diplomatic Ties: The Raid on Mexico’s Embassy in
Ecuador

In a dramatic turn of events, Mexico severed its diplomatic ties with Ecuador following a
forceful raid on its embassy in Quito on 05 Apr 2024. The raid aimed to arrest Jorge Glas,
Ecuador’s former Vice-President (2013-2018), who sought asylum in the embassy amid
corruption allegations. The following morning, Glas was transferred to a maximum-
security prison in Guayaquil.

Glas’s legal troubles, including a six-year sentence in the Odebrecht bribery case for
accepting $13.5 million in bribes and subsequent charges, have culminated in a
diplomatic crisis. Mexico’'s President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador condemned the raid
as a “flagrant violation of international law,” particularly the Vienna Convention, which
governs diplomatic relations.

The fallout was swift. Nicaragua followed Mexico’s lead, cutting off diplomatic ties with
Ecuador and labeling the raid as “unusual and reprehensible.” The incident has drawn
criticism from the United Nations and leaders across the Americas, highlighting the
broader implications for diplomatic norms and the treatment of political refugees.

The raid’s brazen nature, with police scaling embassy walls and injuring diplomats, has
sparked international outrage. It raises questions about sovereignty, the sanctity of
diplomatic missions, and the rights of asylum seekers. The situation is further
complicated by Ecuador’s own history of providing asylum to Julian Assange at its London
embassy, a move that once faced threats of a similar raid by the UK government.

This diplomatic crisis underscores the delicate balance between upholding international
law and addressing domestic legal issues. The raid not only strains Ecuador’s relations
with Mexico and Nicaragua but also poses a challenge to the international community’s
commitment to diplomatic protocols.

As the situation unfolds, the potential for protests near the embassies of the involved

nations looms, threatening to disrupt “business as usual” and highlighting the
interconnectedness of diplomatic actions and their global repercussions.
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