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Arakan Army Takes Pauktaw

The Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic minority armed group in Myanmar, has claimed control
of Pauktaw, a town of significant strategic importance in the Rakhine State. This event,
occurring after more than two months of intense clashes with Myanmar's military junta,
represents a critical juncture for trade and security considerations in the Bay of Bengal
region.

Geopolitical Ripple Effect: The seizure of Pauktaw, near the vital Sittwe Port in
Myanmar’'s Rakhine State, by the Arakan Army has disrupted a ceasefire, heightening
geopolitical and humanitarian issues in the coastal town on the Bay of Bengal. This event
impacts India, Bhutan, Nepal, and northeastern Indian states, as Sittwe Port, part of the
Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project [KMMTTP] and essential for trade, is 25
kilometers from Pauktaw. The AA's actions, indicative of ongoing ethnic conflicts,
threaten regional stability and the economic prospects of this crucial maritime corridor.

Stability for Regional Connectivity: The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project
(KMMTTP), crucially funded by India, is reliant not only on the maritime operations
through Sittwe Port but also on the stability of strategic locations like Pauktaw. This
comprehensive project, encompassing sea, river, and road routes, is designed to enhance
regional trade and connectivity. Its success fundamentally depends on maintaining
security and operational effectiveness across all these transit modalities, particularly in
conflict-prone areas like Pauktaw.

Governance Deficit and Investment Concerns: The volatile situation in Pauktaw and the
wider region poses risks for private investors and businesses. The ongoing conflict,
exemplified by heavy military bombardments and the destruction witnessed in Pauktaw,
has created a governance deficit in Myanmar. This uncertain environment, marred by
frequent disruptions and security concerns, makes the region less attractive for
investment, casting a shadow over its future trade and transport prospects.

A Struggle for Autonomy: The AA's control over Pauktaw, part of a broader quest for self-
determination and regional autonomy, underscores Myanmar's deep-seated ethnic and
political tensions. Achieving prosperity and stability in the region depends on de-
escalating these conflicts and restoring democratic governance.
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