
A rare but high-impact Nipah virus outbreak in India has prompted heightened health

vigilance across South and Southeast Asia. Two confirmed cases involving healthcare

workers were reported in West Bengal in late December 2025, triggering a rapid public

health response by Indian authorities in coordination with the World Health

Organisation (WHO).

Nipah is a zoonotic virus transmitted primarily from fruit bats to humans, either

directly or via contaminated food such as raw date palm sap. Human-to-human

transmission is uncommon but has occurred, mainly in healthcare and caregiving

settings. The virus has no approved vaccine or specific treatment and carries a

historically high fatality rate of 40–75 percent, making early detection and infection

control critical.

According to India’s Union Health Ministry and the WHO, the outbreak has been

successfully contained as of 28 January 2026. Only two cases have been officially

confirmed. A total of 196 contacts were traced, monitored, and tested, all of whom

remain asymptomatic and negative. No additional cases have been detected, and the

likelihood of further spread—domestic or international—is assessed as low.

Despite containment, several Asian countries including Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam,

China, and Nepal have tightened airport and border health screenings as a

precautionary measure. WHO has reiterated that the current situation does not warrant

travel or trade restrictions.

Business Implications:

1) Limited operational impact expected outside localized areas of West Bengal.

2) Short-term travel screening delays possible on regional routes.

3) Heightened duty-of-care considerations for staff travel to eastern India.

Outlook:

While the immediate risk remains low, Nipah continues to be classified as a priority

pathogen due to its severity and lack of countermeasures. Ongoing surveillance and

risk communication remain essential, particularly for organizations with regional

exposure.
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